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Understanding the book of Romans
The book of Romans can be divided into four sections. The underlying theme being God’s salvation, the four sections involve the various stages that the divine salvation is achieved. 
Section I: righteousness needed (1: 18-3:20)
The first section includes the need for righteousness. As Paul put it, mankind has gone away from God’s ways and their desires have led them to sin against Him.  There is no way of escaping the wrath of God, apart from seeking His redemption. The reason for this section is to highlight the transgressions that man has committed against God and an emphasis on the inevitable judgment (Barker, Burdick & Burdick, 1993).
Section II: righteousness provided (3:21–8:39)
This section involves the provision of righteousness through Jesus Christ.  After people realize their sins, they have to make a deliberate effort to seek salvation, which is provided through Jesus Christ. This is where a person accepts to be born again and become a member of Christ’s church. Paul puts a lot of emphasis on acceptance of Christ as the savior. He particularly points out that accepting Christ is the only way that mankind can receive the salvation of God and thus escape from the judgment (Barker, Burdick & Burdick, 1993).
Section III: righteousness vindicated (9:1–11:36)
Vindication of the righteous follows after they accept to be saved. It is God who sets them aside from the rest and claims them for His own. This is why Paul calls them members of the church. By being embers of the church and practicing what God has commanded, those who are saved become the children of God and they are cleared of all their sins (Moo, 1996). 
Section IV:  righteousness practiced (12:1–15:13)
The last section is the practice of righteousness. Paul recognizes that due to man’s weakness, they are bound to revert to sin. They therefore need to keep practicing the good deeds and avoid all evil so as to remain saved. Paul emphasizes that for the salvation to work, people have to practice what they confess. This involves accompanying faith with deeds so as to be good examples to others.
The reason for classifying the book into the four sections is because they help give a clear understanding of the main theme of the book, which is righteousness (Moo, 1996).  The four sections outline the various steps that one has to follow to be fully redeemed and live the life that Paul envisioned. Since his intention to the church in Rome in this letter was for people to change their evil ways and live in righteousness, an organization of the book into the various sections helps in easily conveying his message (Moo, 2002).
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